Special Days and Marketing Opportunities by Ann O’Connell, CMA 
When I am listening to the radio or watching a TV show, sometimes I don’t understand why the announcer would take the time to tell me it is National Organ Donor Week or National Heart and Stroke Month. But there are reasons, and very good ones. By having a national day or week or month the general awareness of the problem or event, and the opportunity for the solution is reinforced with the general public. And of course there are the special days that we all know about, Valentine’s Day, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and many more. 

What does that have to do with a gallery or an artist in Manitoba? 

The question is:  Is there a way that you can raise awareness of your business or art and also benefit a good cause. What can be done to tie your business, your art, and your hard work into a national or international day of recognition?

For the month of February are you donating all the proceeds from the sale of one issue of an art card to Heart and Stroke activities? Or maybe you are donating a photograph of daffodils for a raffle in support of the Cancer Research fundraising campaign in your area. National Cancer Research month is April.  

St Patrick’s Day is an opportunity to brighten winter with a lighthearted day of fun and entertainment. Do you make specialty chocolates shaped like four leaf clovers with green trim? Maybe you make special mint candies…green of course. Do you offer a new design every year? Maybe you give classes to children, teaching them how to make chocolates. Have you used news releases to let the media know? Is there a way for you to be a guest on a local breakfast TV show telling others how to make a special item in honour of the special day? 

In this issue of the Uniquely Manitoba newsletter and in future editions I will include a listing of upcoming special days. I encourage everyone to look at that list every month and to think about you can increase awareness of you and your business through creative tie-ins to those special days, weeks and months. 

We would love to hear how your business benefited. Let us know and we may include your information (more publicity) in a future newsletter. Send your comments to info@uniquelymanitoba.ca
National Days, Weeks, and Months for March and April

March

· Help Fight Liver Disease Month

· Juvenile Arthritis Month

· Kidney Health Month

· National Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month

· National Epilepsy Month

· National Nutrition Month 

· Red Cross Month 
1-7 March - Pharmacists Awareness Week (first complete week of March)

8-14 March: International Women's Week
8 March: International Women's Day (part of International Women's Week)

9 March: Commonwealth Day (second Monday in March)

11-17 March - Canadian Agricultural Safety Week (starts on the Wednesday of the second week of March)

17 March – St Patrick’s Day

21 March: International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
24 March: World Tuberculosis Day (fixed date)

April

· Daffodil Month ( Daffodil Month is a fundraising campaign for cancer research )

· Earth Month

· National Oral Health Month 

· National Parkinson's Awareness Month 
3 - 4 April - 30-Hour Famine (dates vary)

5-11 April: National Wildlife Week (week that includes 10 April)

7 April - Unpaid Work Day (first Tuesday in April)

7 April - World Health Day (fixed date)

9 April: National Day of Remembrance of the Battle of Vimy Ridge
12-18 April - National Soil Conservation Week (second complete week of April)

17 April - International Hemophilia Day (fixed date)

19-25 April - Administrative Professionals Week (last complete week of April)

19 - 25 April - National Dental Hygienists Week (date vary)

19-25 April - National Immunization Awareness Week (last complete week of April)

19 - 25 April - National Volunteer Week (third complete week of April)

21 April - Holocaust Memorial Day (Yom HaShoah; celebrated on the closest date in the Jewish calendar to the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising)

21-27 April - National Organ Donor Week (dates vary)

22 April-18 May - National Physiotherapy Month (from April 22 to Victoria Day)

22 April - Administrative Professionals Day (the Wednesday of Administrative Professionals Week)

22 April - Earth Day (fixed date; part of Earth Month)

27 April - 3 May - Astronomy Week (dates vary)

28 April - National Day of Mourning (fixed date)

And a few others that might interest you…

March

Women's History Month
National Nutrition Month
National Peanut Month
Music in Our Schools Month
Youth Art Month
National Caffeine Awareness Month

National Flour Month
National Sauce Month
National Noodle Month
American Red Cross Month
National Frozen Food Month
Foot Health Month

April
Pets are Wonderful Month
Community Service Month
American Cancer Society Month
National Garden Month
Thai Heritage Month
Stress Awareness Month
National Soy foods Month
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Month
Fresh Florida Tomato Month
National Food Month
National Pecan Month
National Soft Pretzel Month

